THE SECTS OF THE RAWAFID

ing whom it is related that the prophet said to Jabir ibn-
'Abdallah al-Ansari:x " Verily, thou wilt see him and
greet him from me." Jabir was the last of the Compan-
ions to die in al-Madinah. It happened that he was blind
at the end of his life, and was wont to go around in al-
Madmah exclaiming, " O Bakir, O Bakir, when shall I
meet thee?" On a certain day he passed through one of
the streets of al-Madinah .... [page wanting in the
original ms.]. Ja'far designated his son Isma'il to the 46
Imamate after him; when Isma/il died during the life of
his father, we learned that he had designated his son merely
to guide the people to choose as Imam his son Muhammad
ibn-Isma/il. It is to this view that the Isma/iliyah of the
Batimyah inclined. We will mention them later among the
sects of the Ghulat.

d. Concerning the sect of the Musawiyah from among
them.

These are the ones who transferred the Imamate to
Ja'far.2 Then they claimed that the Imam after Ja'far
was his son Musa ibn-Ja'far, and they claimed that Musa
ibn-Ja'far 3 was alive, and not dead, and that he was the
expected MahdL They said that he went into the house of
al-Rashid and has not come forth from it; [adding] we are
sure of his Imamate; but we have doubts of his death and
we would not decide on it without proof/' And it was
said to this sect which was called the Musawiyah: " If you
doubt his being alive and his death, then doubt his Imam-
ate, and do not assert definitely that he is in existence and
that he is the expected Mahdi; all the more so since you
know that the burial-place of Musa ibn-Ja'far is well known

1 Ibn-IJajar, Biographical Dictionary, vol. i, p. 432.
"J De Slane, Ibn-Khallikan, vol. i, p. 300.
3 Ibid., vol. iii, p. 463.
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